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Turn ye to the Rong Hold; ye Prionen of Hogs. Zach. ix. 12» 
He ſhall be for a Sanctuary, Iſa. viii. 14. 
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When boiſt'rous Winds, and ſtormy Billows roar, 
Diſturb the Deep, and rend the rocky Shore, 
The foaming Seas in ſwellidg Mountains riſe; 
Forſake their Caverns, and attempt the Skies : 
Ere, long ſucceeds the plac:d/Ca'm ſerene, 
And ſtops the Progreſs of the frighttul Scene; 
The roliing Waves ia gentler Currents glide, 
And ſoftly murmur down- the ebbing Tide. 
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unte Reader, whe Gs 


0 1 hap, by is the man, | that "ry ors this A e 
H ter to Bimſelſ, 4 six Savep? S and 
confider—is it thine? O then what miracles of mercies 
have been revealed to thy beart. De world by nature 
know nothing of our Immanuel ; but the convinced fianer 
knows that be is loft without bim; he ſees that he cannot be- 
more completely fallen, . or mbre certain of deſtructibn thax 
he is in himſel If. "This Ariles at the root of all bis elf 
righteous pride, and compel; him to cry out, & with the 
grophet of old, © Woe is me, for I am undone 1”? Da. vi. 5. 
He now trembles at Juſtice, and prays for mercy. He fees 
nothing elſe but ing VERgeance held forth by the Law 5 
1 oon, that he dęſer Ves it as hit portion for his in- 
ities. His legal hopes from a covenant of abor ls now 
all to the ground. "Then it is the Lord the Spirit divinely 
convinces him of the work of Feſus ; he fees it, and is en- 
abled, as his faith encreaſes, to reft ſatisfied with the ful» 
160 of it > "be rejoices in the dignity of 7 it, and is happy i 1 
the heeurit of it. This traches bim boldly to renounce all his 
home-ſ] pun righteoufurſs « as dung and dreſt e he dares not 
Bring it as a condition at firſt, or as a wretched adjuntt 
to complete the whole at laſt: No; he renounces it wvbole- 
al. and is enabled to reft only u pon Jeſus as his everlaſt- 
ing All. But does he not upon theſe principles renounce the 
law? Yes, gs 4 courngus of works he renounces it altc- 
gether ; for he is dead to the law through the body of 
« Chrift, that he may be married to another.” But does 
ze renounce it alſo as a rule of life? No, by no meant; 
fer in this point of view he is ftill nat the Jaw 10 
Chri/ ; 
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C hrift; an | love to Cr * 6 Am return obedibnee as 
his privilege. Befedes, among his New-Teftament bleſſ- 
ings, he has given him in covenant, with"Chriſt his Head, 
a neo; ict, an obedient, heart: © blefſed are they,. then, 
that believe in, Jams; they have all things, the bet of 
things, and all too for nothing / Jui uch terms as” 
theſe, Reader, ewill do for you , and me; who have no- 
thing 1 look | for bu grace and mercy from firſt to laſt. | 
Hd. if. "theſe be the Jentiments, of thy Heart, « and my worth-' 
eſe name can have any, 2. tet n me not be thought arro- 5 
gant, if, to oblige forme friends, 1 haul venture to re- 
commend this little gofpel. letter to thy peruſal. 7 in- 
tent of it is lind; it is for. the mourners in Zion : L And 
awhy do they mourn ? They dare not believe.” Why dare 
they not believe? Their el righten Poliſneſs forbids "then. 
This letter, be newer; will tell, them of Fa balm Wii their 
abu] which can heal. them completely ; 4 Fug. the Holy 
Ghoſt alone can give them grace 40 apply 1 Let thent 
therefore pray firſt and read next, and who knows but, 
through God's laing, the geſpel. day miay break forth info 
their ſouls," to the baniſhment of t, their ſorrows , 64 2 
enlargement gf their, j . 1k. this ſhould be th 

aſcribe. the'\glory te God; 55 but be thankful, for 5 eſe] 
and pray for the e pg ee 25 en 

45, o erg fake, : 
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FOR THE 


PRISONER or HOPE, Kc. 


DAR FRIEND, Saber and 
OUR diſtreſs cannot fail to excite the ten- - 
7 der feelings of humanity, nor to raiſe the ſoft 
| emotions of compaſſion, I feel moſt ſenſibly 
your preſſing trials; indeed it cannot be otherwiſe, as 
they bring to remembrance thoſe moments of my life 
which formerly were ſpent in the moſt ahject ſtate of 
miſery and wretchedneſs. But ſhall I urge this as the 
only itimulative to pity? No, this may heighten my 
concern, yet ſurely I need no other inducement, than , 
that natural ſympathy which is implanted in the human 
breaſt, Were it not ſa, my inſenſibility muſt alarm my 
friend, and lead her to lament my want of thoſe ſenſa- 
tions which impower the ſoul to feel for the real ſuſfe- 
rings of others. Indeed this would be highly reaſonable, 
as that man, whoſe compaſſion never ſtrayed beyond the 
narrow bounds of ſelf, certainly deſerves our pity. I 
might here mention my own rrinls, which, if poſſible, 
were far more diſtreſſing than yours; but alas, What can 
this avail LaVYixia ? her troubles are too perſonal to 
ſuffer any alleviation by my commiſeration, and too 
 fevere to beleſſened by a faint recital of a more deſpe- 
A 2 rate 
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SS] 
rate diſtreſe. But muſt I then be ſilent? No, hume- - 
nity forbids the thought. It ſhall be the ſubject of 
this epiſtle to direct my amiable Friend to that God. 
who is the ſinner's refuge, and the only ſource of real: 


happineſs and comfort. 
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Thoſe depreſſions of guilt, under which you groan, 
are the natural conſequenee of ſin, and nothing more 
than what frequently occur, when the ſoul is brought 
to ſee what an accurſed thing it is in the ſight of God. 
Remember formerly, though equally guilty, you en- 
joyed the moſt perfect tranquillity, remained happy 4 in, 
the poiſeflion of the ſame corrupt nature, and peace- 
HOES in the moſt imminent danger. This conſi- 
deration 1 no doubt will make your preſent ſufferings 
more intolerable, yet I truſt not inſupportable, be- 

uſe you have Juſt reaſon to conclude that they are” 
oo work of God., The ſtruggles'of natural conſcience 
rarely ſtrike conviction ſo deep, or are of ſo long du- 
ration ; therefore I hope your dark night of diſtreſs. 
is a kind prelude of that bright morning, when Jxs us, 
the Sun of righteouſneſs, ſhall ariſe and ſhineinto your 


ſoul unto the Perfect day. Then, Lavinia, 


Fo, Thy ſoul immerg'd from nature's night 
Shall view the dawning ray, 
With ſplendid beams of genial light 
Bring in the welcome day; 
The healing ſweets of Gilead's balm 
- Thy wounded ſoul ſhall prove, | 
And ev'ry ruder thought be cam 4 
©" Subdu'd by conqu' ring love. E e 
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Bet not unbelief ſuggeſt, this is impoſſible, ” for With 
this almighty Saviour all things are Poffible. His 
refplendent beams can penetrate the dark receſſes of 
the heart, eradicate the gloomy horrors of guilt," and 
uſher in the glorious, the weleome day of goſpel grace. 
He will make darkneſs” light before you; he wall 
ſhev⸗ you the infinite fulneſs of his abounding grace, 
and revive yu drooping ſpirit with the ſweet commu: 
nications of his everliſting love. Efe will ar pply che 
rich- pardon of his invaluable blodd, which "wil ſ6f- 
ten all the hard workings of unbelief, and prove a 
Sealing balſam for all the watedes et fin. e - 
F | 2+ & < 
Sesldgimy Aiſconſolate friend, e hade lch e 
and glorious Phyſteian, let me exhort youto turm tb 
his Jeſus, to this “e ſtrong hold, theu ratsbwzktor 
Hop E.“ Turn to him for free pardon, full redemp- 
tion, for compleat victory over every ttial, difficulty, 
and temptation, and he will bring you off more than 
conqueror. He is a merciful, kind, and eompaſſionate 
Saviour, and ever ſtands with open arms to receive 
the returning ſinner. This glorious Captain of bur 
ſalvatiqn; is the only ground and object of hope: He 

4s the ET ENN AI Gob, he is the ſinners refuge, and 
er Underneath them are his everlaſting arms.“ Then 
lot me exhort you to fee to this the! ter, that you may 
Avoid the impending ſtorm; and *be: etertially” ſaved 
From the *wrath and avenging Juſtice of a ſuſtly ih- 
chnſed God. Here you 7 nd freedom fromthe 
<ontergning power of a tivlated law, hielt - 
ders out its eurſes againſtevery dene wWholcontinueth 
"N08 in all things rhat ate written, to do teme“: 
1 Should 


6. 1 
Should you ſay, you are weak, and incapable of flee» 
ing to this Saviour, there is a word of encourage- 
ment which muſt animate, your hopes, and ſtrengthen 
your deſires, His everlaſting arms are underneath 
you.“ Can you fink when upheld by omnipotence ? 
can you faint under the benign influences of ſych 
almighty ſuccour ? No, it is impoſſible; hence it is, 
that you are exhorted not to fear, for thus ſaith the 
Lord, „J am with thee ; be not diſmayed, for I am 
thy God: I will ſtrengthen thee, I will help thee, yea 
J will, uphold thee with the right hand of my righte- 
ouſneſs. Such invaluable words of promiſe are like 
a fortreſs to the deſponding ſoul, they inſure ſafe- 
ty in every ſituation, and make its ſtate equally cer- 
tain under every trial. Were not this the caſe, you 
muſt fall under the preſſure of your diſtreſs, and fink 
into abſolute deſpair : But theſe, like a ſhield, preſerve 
the poor tempted foul; and when aſſaulted, preventit 
frombeingutterly caſt down. Theſe comfortable ſupports 
were all provided and ſecured in the eternal covenant. 
Hence it is, that they are now made manifeſt, and 
tand firm as à rock for ever. Thus all the ſpiritual + 
ſeed are effectually ſecured from deſtroying wrath, 
adopted into che family of Hod, and made partakers 
of 2 crown of glory which is incorruptible, and that 
fadeth not away. From this unfathomable well flow 
the healing ſtreams of divine comfort and conſolation, 
This, my friend, is like an anchor to the drooping 
ſoul, when brought ſtedfaſtly to rely upon it, and the 
means which it effeQually ſecures, for compleat ſal- 
vation. In this glorious tranſaction, the divine Re- 
deemer undertook to ſupply the wants, and to full 
Lino; WW. all 
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all his covenant engagements! for the many ſons he 
was appointed to bring to glory. But hath he done 
it? yes, he hath redeemed. them with his precious 
blood; he hath finiſhed tranſgreſſion, made an end 
of fin, and brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs”? 
for their juſtification. | 


Now, my friend, what think you of this great Re- 
deemer, this all ſufficient, this ſuitable Saviour? His 
wlood is of infinite value, and eleanſes from the foul- 
eft crimes : ſurely this muſt make him ſuitable in- 
deed, eſpecially when we conſider, that the merit of his 
death extends to every cafe,” let the circumſtances be 
what they may. Are you weary and heavy laden ? 
Are you burdened with the intolerable: preſſure of tor- 
menting guilt? Do you ſind yourſelf unable to ſupport 
ſuch a ponderous weight? Then toyou is the word of 
this ſalvation ſent. It is to ſuch diſtreſſed ſouls the 
compaſſionate Saviour ſpeaks, where he ſaith, «Come 
unto me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I 
will give youreſt.” This ſurely is the moſt en 
teſtimony of divine love. It is ſlript of every thing that 
might diſcourage the afflicted conſcience, expreſſive of 
the moſt hearty welcome, and replete with the ſtrun- 
geſt conſolation. This wondrous declaration opens a 
| door of hope for the moſt deſperate, the moſt abandon- 
ed finners, who, ſenſble of their crimes, are brought 
to melt with deep contritien- for the enormities of a 
vicious, abandoned life, and the horrid depravity of a 
corrupted nature. Their ſins, however aggravated, 
however flagitious, are nathing before this great 
K this almighty Saviour; they muſt flee 
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at his preſence, they ſhall became a plain, and leave 
the wondering ſoul. delighted-with the pleaſing proſ- 
pect of aſſured happineſs.» He hath left no claim on 
the part of fingers unſatisfied,” having fulfilled all the 
demands of law and juſtice, cancelled the hand wri- 
ting which ſtood out againſt them, and [brought in 
an everlaſting righteouſneſs for their compleat ſalva- 
tioh. This glorious, Redeemer will appear ſtill more 
lovely, when we conſider, that he not only frees from 
tha tondemnation, butialſo from, the power and guilt 
of ſii : View him in his mediatorial office, and he ap- 
pears qualified to anſwer every want, every exigency; 
illereſore he will render unto you double, a more than 
adequate repãy ment for all your preſent troubles, even 
a fulueſs uf gract and a kingdom of glory. Vonr 
trial re: of /fhort date, Which may fitty be compared 
to me early dawning of the day; and however clouded 
wur hopes may ſeem, yet I think you have reaſon to 
rejoloe, becauſe he hath promiſed that he „will not 
deſpi ſe ch day of ſnriall things. No LavI NI «he 


will:ndt: break the bruiſed: reed,“ which is exprefiiye 
uf the tenderneſs of Chris but he; will uphold you 


With ithe right-hand of his righteouſneſs, and pour 
anto'your wounded; coriſerengerths balm of Gilead, lis 
precious: blood. - He:hath:-likewdſe promiſed, that he 


will not quench the ſmoking flax which is juſtly ap- 
ploable to your: preſent; ſtate}dand1a fit repreſentation 


dfahe ſmalb beginnings of thix: grace upbn the ſoul. 


„Fhis is a ſtrong image, Which is truly deſeriptive of 
thoſe ſtruggles between nature And. grace, when the 


ul istempred aud buffetted, hut not utterly caſt down. 
Then it is that he will Pour anto the ſoul the ail uf 
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grace, and, by che feet inflaences of his eternal Spi- 
Xit,, blow the latent ſpark into a flame of divine love. 

Seeing this is the caſe, doubt no more ; eaſt away your 
fears, he hath begun a good work in you, therefore 
he will preferye, you; for he is a , and his work ãs 
only; His grace is the ſure, the happy earneſt of 

future glory, and remaineth as a well of water ſpring- 

ing up into everlaſting life. My dear friend, believ- 
ing this to de your bleſſed portion, I may juſtly ſay, 
Turn to this ſtrong hold, thowsy x180x R of Hops? 
Jeſu is the almighty-Saviour;! his promiſes are more 
firm than rocks. or mountains; he is ſtrong in his di- 
vine love, and able to ſupply all your wants. This 
to the burdened ſoul is: matter of great joy, nor will 
it appear ſtrange when we conſider what it is that we 
ate delivered from, even the pollutions of an enſna- 
ring world, the condemning power of ſin, and that 
eternal puniſhment which is the juſt reward of thoſe 
who are ſound living and dying in the hahitual prac- 
tice of it. Secing chis is the ſinner's privilege, let 
me exhort you to come to this. Jeſus, this city of re- 
fuge; he ſtands ready to receive you, ahd will moſt 
aſſuredly embrace you withathe arms of lis mercy. 
His vord eries to the ſinner, wh is parched with the 
ſcorching tarments of à guilty conſcience, Ho i! 
every ane that thirſteth, come to the waters of life; v 
come and drink of theſe refreſhing, » theſe» cooling 


*ftreams, they will allay the ſpiritual thirſtof the return- 


ing ſoul, and make the harren wilderneſs. a ſtand- 
ing pool. Do you ſay, You have nothing to bring 
uchich may, entitle you te à part in this bleſſed offer ? 
Then to you ien for it is to them c whp 

have 
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Have no money, to thoſe who ſtand ftript of every 
ornament, every thing that formerly appeared valua- 
ble; ſuch are the perſons who are exhorted to come, 
to buy wine and milk without money, and with- 
out price Come naked, and he will cloath you; 
off the filthy rags of your own ſuppoſed righteouſ- 
3 and he will put upon you the garments of ſal- 
vation, and make you a partaker of everlaſting glory. 
Heſitate not one moment, but flee to this compaſſio- 
nate Saviour and he will have mercy upon you, and 
ito our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” Turn 
to him through the mediation of a Saviour's blood, 
and you cannot fail; no, you ſhall aſſuredly find a free 
pardon of all your fins, and an abundance of grace to 
Jupply all your wants. There is no condition, no 
prerequiſite demanded, the words ſurpaſs even the 
utmaſt ſtretch of our deſires, therefore no unworthi- 
neſs can exclude you from claiming a part in this ab- 
ſolute promiſe. It is true, you are exhorted to turn, 
but then this is not to be the condition on which de- 
pends the ſafety of your ſtate ; but on the contrary, 
is mentioned as a ſweet motive to induce the ſoul to 
come and cloſein with ſo kind an offer. This is what 
eſtectually ſecures all the glory to God, and conſti- 
tutes the offer wholly an offer of grace. Argue not 
the blackneſs of your crimes, for this is to limit 
©OMNIPOTENCE; this would be to arraign his wiſdom, 
and ta difpute the rich diſplays of his boundleſs mer- 
cy. Vour thinking there can be no pardon for you, 
proves nothing, ſince God hath declared, My thoughts 
ure not as your thoughts; No, LAVIxIA, the diſtreſ- 
fed finner thinks of nothing but: wrath, tribulation 
y- and 
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and anguiſh, when the thoughts of God are love, mer 

cy and peace. Neither are your ways as my ways, 
ſaith the Lord:“ Vour ways are nothing but ſin, but 
my ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all my paths 
replete with peace, love, and grace. Then what 
ſhould hinder you from embracing this glorious Savi- 
our? He is the friend of ſenſible ſinners; their advocate, 
full of grace and truth. He ſees them from afar, 
wandering in the paths of 1 iniquity, wallowing in ſen- 
ſual pleaſures, and baking in the ſun ſhine of an 
enſnaring world. Here he finds all his apoſtate ſons, 
views them with unſpeakable compaſſion, and ſweetly 
draws them with the cords of his attracting love. But 
who are the objects of this ſpecial care, the ſelf-righ- 
teous, who think they ſtand in, need of nothing ? No, 
„ publicans and harlots enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ſooner than they. It is the returning ſinner, 
even the moſt notorious, the vileſt of the vile; there- 
fore he is emphatically tiled, a Saviour of the Chief 
of ſinners. | 


Now, my friend, you find yourſelf a vile ſinner; then 
to you belong theſe comfortable words, for ſaith the 
divine Redeemer, I came not to call the righteogs 
(thoſe who think themſelves ſo) but s1nnzxs to re- 
pentance;” to you he ſpeaks and ſaith, «© Daughter, 
be of good cheer, thy ſins are forgiven thee : I am he 
that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for my own name's 
ſake.” There is no worthineſs on the ſinner's part 
that can move him to the exetciſe- of ſuch ſtupend- 
ous love; no, he doth it of his own good pleaſure; 
and no other reaſon can be thought of, ſave that al- 

| + ready 
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reidy iven by the inſpired! penman, numely, that 
die Whole of ſalvation, from frft 6 laſt, „might re- 
Ubund to the praiſe of the glory of Kt s grace.“ Are you 
Kept in bondage and held in fubjection by the power 
of guilt-? The won of Jeſus proclaims liberty to ſuch 
captives, He hach led eaptzvity captive, he hath 
received gifts for men. What, for the ſelf-juRiciary? 
No, fbr Tebethous finnefs, that the Lord God might 
Awell among them.“ This, my amiable friend, was the 
effect of divine lôve; it Was this that brought upon 
Jefus the heavy Wrath ef his eternal Father, and made 
nim ſuffer the fhameſul and aeccurſed death of the 
<roſs. But for whom did he undetgo this wretched 
miſery? for Kinrfelf? Noz; he did no fin, neither 
Was guile and it Ms" teh, bit he was wounded 
For bürtränſgreſſtons, he Whsbraifel for ouriniquitics, 
de Chattlfement bf cur peace has upon him, and by 
Mis Rripes we Are“ ealedt Its '5* kris ! O what 
Words are thefe! what an' humiliating. confideration?! 
the ſufferings of an incarnate God, is the balſam that 
heals the malady of fin, and puts a ſtop to all that 


e hangs" over 'the guilty head of of- 
fen 


ending män. Come, then DASH a, exe is joy- 
ful news indeed, ere ds wordlof the Rr l encbu- 
rugement; wthe Spität and che bride ſu eme and 
Jet kimtlat is athirſtt come and whoſbever will, let 
him talce ef the Waters of life freely.” Let not a ſenſe 
of youf unworth'neſs kinder you from taking! com- 
fort from theſe endearing words. Could ybu ename- 
rate à catalogue of the blackelV erimes even? thoſe 
Which are ſhocking to human nature, othay are no- 
Thing before the LD of Jesus Thee Bin It 
497 virtue 
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virtue aud efficacy ſufficient to cle OE the filthy. foul,, 
and make i it « white Er ſnow,” he bleficd, Arat 
when writing to his Corinthian brothren, does; nov 
forget to put them in mind of what they formerly werer 
nor is he aſhamed tc enumerate their ſhocking crimes, 
and therefore he declares, *< neither fornicaters, neg, 
idolators, nox adulterers, nor eſfeminate, nog ahr 
ſers. of themſelyes. with mankind, nor thieves, n nor, 
covetous, nor drankgrds, nor keyiler, dor extortige, 
ners, mall inherit, the kingdom, of God;“ nog, nothing. 
that is unclean can guter there :-yet many of theſe 
were ſons by, adoptign. and grace, therefore: he adds, 
« and ſuch were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, 
but ye are ſanctiſied, but ye are juſtißed in the name 
of the Lord jeſus, and. h the Spixit af, aur, God.“ 
O my friend, how, amazing is the love, grace, 2nd 
mercy of God!] We haye here an enumeration of the 
fouleſt crimes ;_ yet thoſe filthy ſouls Were. waſhed 
both from the impurity, and defilement of them, and 
made meet for the heavenly r Suraly this 
muſt conſtrain us to cry with aſtoniſhment and won. 
der, ce 0 the ay of ede hoth of (Hg 
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My friend, ſceing. this is the pes ſeek not 1 ed 
ſtrate the aboundings of God's free grace: go to this 
reconciled Father juſt as you are, take all yaur. fins, 
all your guilt; and lay them upon the head of, Chriſt, 
who is a ſin- bearing Saviaur; he wall. carry, them i Ho 
a land of forgetfulneſs, to be remembered no more fur 


ever, O! he is a compaſſionate high - prieſt ; he is 
. touched 
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touched with the feeling of our infirmities, therefore 
he knows how to ſuccour thoſe who are tempted. 
He hath declared further, He who cometh unto me 
I will in no wiſe caſt out,” now this is an infallible 
truth, heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but the word 
of our God ſhall not paſs away, but endure for ever. 
Then do you not give God the lye, when you diſ- 
pute his mercy, and think he will not receivey6u ? Moſt 
certainly. O my friend, reje& the thought, believe 

this comfortable teſtimony, and go to Chriſt with this 
| prevalent plea, ** God be merciful to me a ſinner,” 
and he will not, nay he cannot caſt you off. 


| Your concluding there can be no hope of mercy, 
argues a want of the knowledge of God, and the way 
he hath appointed for the ſalvation of ſinners. With 
him there is mercy and plenteous redemption ; and 
when you are enabled to ſee the ſpirituality of his 
righteous law, the purity of its precepts, and the ex- 
tent of its requirements, you will find to your un- 
ſpeakable comfort, that we all ſtand" upon a perfect 
level. The leaſt tranſgreſſor falls under its condem- 
ning power, which can only be ſaid of the moſt noto- 
rious offender. If we ſearch into the origin of this 
grand and comfortable truth, we muſt advert to the 
primæval ſtate of our unfortunate progenitors. They 
were created upright, had a nature free from the im- 
purity of ſin, and were capable of abiding in the 
enjoyment of their happy paradiſe. But, alas, the 
tryal of their filial obedience, through the temptation 
of ſatan, is ſoon transformed into the moſt heinous 
aQ of rebellion, Their liſtening to the inſidious wites 

of 


ni 
kingdom of his unf Father. They ſurely you 
may ſay, 
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O jet his hope be all my traſt, bas. 
The object of his faith be mine! 
Then ſhall thy poor unworthy duſt, 
Like him thy ranſom'd ſinner thine. 


My dear 12 Thave already exceeded the Botnds 
of moderation, and, I fear, treſpaſſed too much, on 
your patience; therefore. muſt conclude, Let me, 
then, beſeech you to ſtand ſtedfaſt, calling on the 1 name 
of the Lord; this is your ſpecial privilege, therefore 
you are exhorted to caft your burden upon him, and 
he will ſuſtain you.” For your further encoura; 
ment, he ſaith, «Pear not, thou ſhalt not be aſhamed; 
Kot, BE thou confounded, for thy Maker i is thins 
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725 and therefore he Kich, „O0. thou afflicted, toſſed 

tempeſts, and not comforted, for a {mall moment 
fe 1; for rlaken thee, but with, great mercy will I; 5 
cher thee.” Then ſuffer me to ak, 


ct i 


Why heaves thy breaſt, or WB theſe { bong Aas; 
Wnence all thoſe ſighs, or why theſe flowing tears, 
W y all this grief, and all that furrow'd Cares. 1 
Which drives Lavix iA into black deſp air??? 
Dry up. thy tears —bid ev'ry fear ſubſide, 
7e ear thy kits, thy ny thy —_ 4 1 
* "Then 


oh 
oe 
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| Then tet an \ exerciſe of faith ſubdue, 

Thoſe futile hints, depraved nature drew; 3 
Diſpell thy doubts, and let experience 27006 
The balmy ſweets of Jeſu" s dying love, 

What tho” the boiſt'tous wind of trouble blow, 
And rolling waves of heart- felt ſorrow flow, 

Theſe ſtorms of grief ere long ſhall all ſubſide, 

And ſmiling peace in calm ſucceſſion glide, | 


s Then, my friend, be of good cheer ; farety' you 
have abundant reaſon, for the Lord hath ſeid, When 


A paſſcſt through the waters, I will be with thee; 3 


and when, through the rivers, they ſhall not overflow 
thee ; ; When thou walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt 

be burnt, neither ſhall the flame kindle upon 
thee, for I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of 
Iſrael, Tay Saviour. In a little wrath 1 hid my 
face from thee, for a moment; but with everlaſting 


endura mercy upon thee; the mountains 
hall depart, and the hills be removed, but my kind- 


neſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the co- 
venant of my peace be removed, ſaith the Lord that 
Bath mercy on thee.” Come then, thou that art ö 
of a fearful heart, be ſtrong, and fear not; for the 
ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, and come to 
Z. on with ſongs, and everlaſting Joy. upon their 
heads : they ſhall obtain, Joy and gladneſs, and ſor- 
rou/ and fighing ſhall flee away.” They will have 
abundant reaſon to ſing indeed. They will ſing «ug 
ſono of electipg. redeeming, calling, juſtifyin 

doning, and perſevering grace. Theſe oh par 
— 
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themes will fill their hearts with joy unſpeakable, 
and be the ſweet employ of their raptured tongues 
while traveling to the new Jeruſalem. Ere long they 
will reach their deſired haven, and ſwiftly paſs Jor- 
dan's river, where there will be no doabts, na feart, 
no diſtracting cares to diſturb their peaceful ſouls; 
for they will ſpend an eternity of bleſſedneſs free 
from pain, and every thing that might embitter their 
harmony of bliſs: There will be no more occaſion 
for ſorrow and ſighing, no more corruption of na- 
ture, no more ſin, no more unbelief, no darkneſs, 
no loſs of comfort, for God will wipe away their fal. 
ling tears. O happy Rate, ſurely the diſtant prof 
pett muſt cheer my drooping friend, and diſſipate her 
gloomy fears ! | What are all the momentary trials which 
now diſtreſs the ſoul, when compared to an eternity 
of bliſs! Thoſe eyes, now drowned in penitential 
tears, have Joſt their wonted. brightneſs ; ; but when 


in that happy clime, they will ſhine. with redoubled _ 


luſtre : That breaſt, now tortured and oppreſt with 


ſorrow, ſhall heave with rapturous joy: that tongue, 
now ſpent with wailing actents, ſhall ſing the won 


ders of redeeming grace]; and every aſpiring note re- 
ſound in louder ſtrains the er Oe! of os 


Saviour's lave. 
I am, dear Madam, 
| Your affectionate friend, 


And ſervant for Chriſt's ſake. 
#, #E6s, 
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tual happineſs. Several arguments deduced from 
ſcripture and reaſon are offered to believers, in order 
to diſſuade them from marrying with thoſe who are 
not made partakers of that faith, which to all the 
children of God is alike precious. Theſe obſtructions, 
which are a bar to nuptial felicity, ſuch helps as muſt 
neceſſarily contribute thereto, and the ineſtimable 
bleſſings which accompany thoſe who are united by 
the indiſſoluble bonds of nature and grace, are like- 
wiſe conſidered, and explained, To which are added, 
£->1eTHTRESON the education of children; contain- 
Ang inſtru we rules, deduced from ſcripture and 
experience, calculated to form their tender min s, 


And train them up in the paths of duty. 
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